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Rather than building sprawling residential ‘communities’ that may somehow evolve into more dense areas sometime in the future, it is better to build higher density mixed use communities right from the start.  If one accepts that there is a significant risk that energy shocks, worsening environmental conditions and difficult economic times will characterize the future between now and 2031, the permanent impacts of what is built today makes it preferable that, where greenfield development is inevitable, such communities be built at double or more the provincial minimum density standards.  
Such communities can be quite pleasant and marketable, and reflect not only demographic change but a latent desire of many people for something other than the typical blandness of suburban residential developments.  A more European town environment, with modern infrastructure and amenities, walkable distances to jobs and daily services, good transit, and less social isolation would serve the people of Halton, Peel, York and Durham quite well, and can be very family-friendly. 
As for intensification (adding jobs and residents to already built-up areas), there is far more potential in every 905 municipality than most people believe.  In virtually every retail area or office ‘campus’, multi-storey residential buildings can be profitably added onto the property, benefiting both the new residents and the existing businesses.  It is also sad to see today, after all that is known about sustainable urban development, that municipalities still take the path of least resistance and approve single-use, single-storey non-residential developments that should be multi-storey and multi-use.  

